Student Senate Minutes
October 1, 2006

Meeting called to order by Speaker Van Amburg at 6:02

Members Present: Van Amburg, Crawford, Kiddoo, Burden, Bell, Maness, Schulte, Flanagan, Meyer, Pierson, Adams, Antey, Poindexter, Graber, Gerhart, Seibert, Wisa, Burgess, Mozaffar, Russell, Bonner, Esfeld, Hogan, Hon, Szewczyk, Hayes, Riess, DeSouza, Willoughby, Inga, Tipping, Kelchen, Kirtland, Hadley, Gephardt, Kappel (spellings may vary)

Senior Senator Bonner assumed the chair so Speaker Van Amburg could move to appoint David Hayes and Cara Willoughby as associate senators. Appointments approved by unanimous consent.
President Crawford moved to appoint Becky Hadley to senior senator. Appointment approved by unanimous consent.

The oath was administered to all new senators and those holding other positions.

Secretary (Crawford)—Reminding new people that every voting member must serve one office hour. All excuses go to senateabsence@gmail.com. Please help find a secretary. Comm Director Adams said that a flier will be available advertising for a new secretary.
Treasurer (Crawford)—Send retreat mileage or expenses to Treasurer Kessler ASAP. The cost of the retreat is currently not available.

President—Thank you to everyone who participated in the retreat. Money will be moved for the yearbook picture later in the meeting. Leah is putting together a secretary flier. Will not be present Sunday the 15th. Excomm time may be changed—send a new busy schedule. Re-evaluating the role of president and will no longer be staying for entire Senate meetings on Sunday. Senior Senator Maness gave her Super Senator of the Week. Associate Senator Seibert asked attendance at the retreat (20-27). There are two open senator spots available. 

Faculty Advisor and Staff Advisor—Not present at the meeting.
Zac Burden—Welcome to all the new people on Senate. Retreat was a wonderful success. 
Governor Kiddoo—Attended RHA on Thursday and will do so once a month in the future. Next BOG meeting is October 21 at 1:30 PM. There are a lot of opportunities to meet alumni over the next few weeks, so let her know if you need anything.
Speaker Van Amburg—No report.
Academic Affairs—Military science policy (relating to insurance) is being examined about how it treats homosexuals. Master Sgt. Beach may be coming to a meeting in the future. Want feedback on short-term improvements to the LSP and the UGC. Faculty Senate met Thursday and a new Romance language major is being examined. Faculty hiring and tenure and pandemic planning were also discussed at the meeting. 

External Affairs—The off-campus living forum will be 11/8 at 7 PM, location TBA. The candidates’ forum will be Oct. 24 at the Shrine Club. The deadline for voter registration is Oct. 11. Re-register to vote if address has changed. Money motion for alumni reception upcoming. Addresses must be changed at the County Clerk’s office. Senior Senator Poindexter inquired about alternative funding for housing guides—will be discussed later.
Student Affairs—First meeting last week and 4-5 people came. Meet Tuesdays at 7 in at Senate office.

E-mail Speaker Van Amburg at jrv434@truman.edu if not on a committee yet.
Campus Diversity—Commended people for sitting elsewhere. Doing programs is part of the subcommittee’s constitutional job. 

Campus Environment—No report.

Technology—No report.

Historian—No report.

Comm Dept.—Thanks for standing out on the Quad for elections—turnout was 2% lower than last year, so good job. Met with Deans Lusk and Gilchrist for Presidents’ Roundtable planning. Asked for feedback with a date for the roundtable—President Crawford opposes Thursdays, but most people preferred sticking with November 2 at 6 PM in the Quiet Lounge. Will meet about the roundtable next Thursday and invitations should get out by the end of the upcoming week. Co-Director Adams wants to take over the Senate Minute.

Webmaster—Working on getting paperwork done and talked to Technology about completely overhauling the website. Senator Kirtland asked the platform to be used for the site and the webmaster prefers using html coding in FrontPage. Mr. Hill asked what would be done in the interim—a temporary page would be set up while the site is built. 
Ethics Justice—Elections were last week. Turnout was 665 students. Thanks to everyone who helped out with the process.

Recruitment—Posters for secretary coming soon.
Legislative Director—MoHELA was partially sold and there is nothing that we can do. Wants to bring in speakers on the stem cell ballot issue. Will talk about Student Leadership Conference later. MoHELA sale may still require legislative approval.
Senior Senator Maness wants to know if anyone would like to bring a resolution.

Money Motions:
Senior Senator Maness moves $40 for the alumni reception, to be spent no later than November 31. E-mailing out alumni invitations. Senator Kelchen moved the spend date from November 31 to November 30—accepted as a friendly. Associate Kirtland asked if that was enough food/drink—yes. Motion passed.

Senator Riess moved that $80 be spent on off-campus housing guides to be spent no later than December. This will pay for 200 housing guides at $.40 each and 100 will be donated. Senator Kelchen asked who is donating the 100 guides—it’s Senior Senator Maness’s father. Associate Kirtland asked how many were printed last year—it was 650. The number of last year’s guides remaining is unknown, but this year’s guides will be revamped. Senior Senator Poindexter asked whether landlords will be asked to support Student Senate in any way—the answer is no. Motion passed.
Senator Schulte moved that $25 be spent on the yearbook picture, no later than Oct. 31, 2006. Senator Kelchen moved that $25 be spent from the agency account for the yearbook because students shouldn’t spend money on the yearbook. Associate Kirtland said that the agency account should not be used for this and should be reserved for other occasions. Mr. Burden was not sure whether spending money on this was out of line. Amendment failed. Motion passed. 
Discussion Items:

Senator Kappel moved to discuss the Student Leadership Conference for no more than ten minutes. Students got invited to the Student Empowerment Training Project and he feels that the conference (Oct. 20-22) would help new senators. This would include lobbying, campaigning, leadership development, running effective meetings, and other purposes. This would help build important skills. Associate Kirtland asked about the costs and location—it’s in Wisconsin and the conference costs $75 per person. Other costs (transportation, etc.) are unknown. This could help certain people within Senate. Comm Director Adams asked about the registration deadline—there really isn’t one. She inquired who is putting on the conference—http://www.training.org. Senator Kelchen asked if the organization is affiliated with any certain candidates/issues. It’s a 501(c)3 organization that supports more higher education funding. Senator Schulte supported the idea. Senior Senator Maness was concerned about the short time frame for funding the conference—it’s most likely feasible. She asked how the selection process for attending would be—it would be an open process. 
Senator Szewczyk moved for discussion time on ‘The Big Snake.’ There is a nice collection of snakes in the biology department, including a very big snake. A student had seen the snake being fed and the cage is small for the snake. A student felt the snake’s cage was either too small or illegal. Information from Bob Clark (a 24-year veteran with Burmese pythons)—the snake needs 4 to 6 times the area of itself for a cage. He guessed that the snake’s cage is too small. He wants an investigation on the legal requirements of the snake’s cage size. Senior Senator Maness congratulated Senator Szewczyk for bringing up this case. Associate Kirtland wanted Senator Szewczyk to look into it further with the biology department. Associate Kirtland guessed that the problem could be immediately resolved. Senator Szewczyk will e-mail organizations to get more information. Representative Wisa suggested contacting the Herpetology Club. Senior Senator Maness suggested going to the CSI to get the president’s contact information. Senator Kappel asked how long the snake is—nobody exactly knows. The cage meets the requirement for a 12-foot snake. Senator Schulte suggested contacting Beta Beta Beta.
Representative Wisa moved for discussion time on FAC. Prism is concerned about FAC’s operations, especially with this fall and last fall. The FAC contact has not been helpful and nobody within the organization did anything to help. He will complain again, but the representative cannot get the organization’s e-mails. Prism will now have to spend money out of their own pockets to help. He is concerned that FAC’s leadership is too tight-knit and won’t listen to students. Can Senate do anything to help? Mr. Hill asked whether he has talked to any other organizations with the same rep—no. Associate Tipping asked for more specifics on the issue—basically, everything that could go wrong went wrong. There has been a lack of communication or negligence with this representative. Associate Kirtland inquired whether information has been requested about FAC’s actions taken. A complaint with FAC should also be filed. If nothing was done, Senate should take action. Senior Senator Bonner asked if FAC has its own advisor—it’s Robin Taylor and she told Representative Wisa just to file a complaint. Senior Senator Maness added that Taylor is new to the job—Amy Currier did it last year and sent Wisa to Taylor. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:03.
Submitted by Robert Kelchen
