
Spring Mini Retreat Discussion

Positives:


1. Alternative transcript idea



Greg - Moved into discussion about other system than straight grading. 



Robert - Thought idea was unclear and the apprehensive about the alternative transcript



Kay - Looking more at classifying classes into broad subject areas kind of like a 




high school country. Including an extra sheet with the transcript with 




Comments from professors about what you learned during a course.




One school in California that is famous for the no letter grades rule. 




Grades don’t always reflect what you learn in a class. There are so many other




skills that are learned during basic course work.


2. Two  based on diversity.



Nadia - This will make a big impact on everything because when working on curriculum




issues and other things we need to address diversity.


3. Goal 1B (Participation in learning opportunities)



Siebert - change accommodates to “encourages”. 


4. Goal 6E



Lina - Keeping contact with state and local officials. Not just Storm the Capitol once a 




year.



Mark - Definitely needs to be an increase in that communication



Angie - Goal 6 was one of the few to change after the document was finished because 




President Dixon didn’t think there was enough emphasis.



Emily - Students need to think about is that the kind of leadership we want at the 




institution.



Angie - this is a long term plan and most of them won’t affect any of us.

Points to Change


1. Goal 3B & C



Greg - thought it meant school would move away from academic scholarships to more




financially based need.



Mark - they do want to move to more need based funding and there has been talk about 




how to award scholarships. Financial need and financial ability are being taken 




into account across the country. If we can get more students here by giving out




the same amount of scholarships it will make the campus more money to do 




better and more exciting things for the university.


2. 2 D



Robert - Unsure about requiring everyone to do service and its financial impact on the 




university.



Siebert - Boils down to you have to participate in one big activity during your years at 




Truman. Would help build the “ideal graduate” and bridge the gap between the




community and the university



Mark - Instead of having 1000 service hour jobs have a more fulfilling job that gives back




to the student involved. Fosters positive relationship between students and 




faculty.



Liz - this seemed like Truman was trying to get students to work for them without pay. 




Agrees with what Mark said but doesn’t feel it came across in the document.


3. List of what a Truman Graduate should be



Siebert - “Live emotionally and physically healthy lives” This isn’t met through one the





One semester health class. It walks a dangerous line because who’s definition of




health we consider.



Mark - Hopefully your community can help you form ideals that will lead you through life



Liz - This suggests that the University should fulfill these needs.



Mark - There are things in this document that will not be found in class or through 




specific resources.  But Truman fosters an environment where this can occur.



Inga - Our 6/7,000 students cannot all be leaders.



Angie - No matter where you are in your future position you will have the ability to




Show leadership by being a positive role model.



Mark - Should add things about being a role model and a good team worker.



Robert - The last statement is just a way for Truman to get money out of future grads

Constitution Discussion

Role of vice president in the student government. Where the student government is going.

3 years ago there was a constitutional review. Decided to redo the mission statement to facilitate student participation. 

Visualize the drawing! 





       Student Government


SOCC


S.S.

SAB

FAC

RHA

Decided that student senate was fulfilling the role of reaching all students through the president and the student government in general. 

Student Government should be a more all encompassing umbrella. A ‘global cheerleader’ getting organizations together to pool resources and work together more efficiently. Try to provide a better single representative of the student body. 

Organizations do not have to report to the president but there may be some kind of meeting with the higher ups of all the organizations. 

If this occurs we will lose the everyday leader of the student senate. According to our constitution, the president should not be as involved in daily happenings. This role can be filled by a vice president. 

The VP will be in charge of everyday goings on in the senate. Helping in ways that the president does currently. 

What needs to be done - mission of the Student Government (what it will do and why it needs to exist)


Having student senates approval to allow the student government exist.

Angie - taking the president too much out of senate. Would like to see the position close to Emily’s. Using 
senate to connect with the students and using other resources to branch out. 

Daniel - what kind of powers would the president keep on senate? And what would the VP has as powers?

Mark - Power of veto and appointments stay with the president.

Tom - The fact that there are the President and the VP running on the same ticket shows that there is a 


direct coordination of the two.

Hayes - how frequent would a exec committee meet? (Mark - depends on the presidents of each of the 
committees - could possibly be a biweekly meeting)

Liz - How soon is this going to occur? (Mark - as soon as the committee has the language drawn up, the 
senate will vote on it and then will vote on it as  a student association. The election a year from this 
march. There are some aspects that will start occurring immediately.

Emily - when will this come before the board

Mark - should not go to the board until it is voted on by the students

Tom - how will this be sold to the students? 

Mark - beyond the fact that students tend to vote yes by default, we will be having meetings with students and getting their opinions. Wants to make sure that students are willing to participate in this system.

Melissa - How many orgs have you talked to about this plan?

Mark - talked to FAC and SAB. So far both are responsive and FAC seems really excited.

Daniel - we can see what an untimely newspaper article can do. Where will the funding come from?

Mark- from the  student activities fee. Maybe in the future it will be pertinent for the government to have its 
own budget. The activity fee is up for evaluation next year.

Kay - if you believe that this in the best interests of students consider what this plan looks like… either a 
power trip for senate or empowering students to make the best changes for the entire university.

Cory - this is not something we should do unless other people want it. Thinks every org up on the board 
should vote on this before passing it to the students. Make a “round table” of leadership. Instead


of the president of the Student government being an umbrella over all the orgs, have them all 


come to the table together. More appealing to other organizations.

Closing Remarks from Angela:

- Hopes that the retreat has given you all things to think about.

- Any questions about SPAC? Field questions to mark and angie.

- Working on constitution stuff a lot this semester and will be presenting things to the BOG.

-  The sheet that you have has discussion questions on curriculum. Committees should use these questions to gain feedback. So there is a lot of student feedback to take back to the commission. 


