Student Senate Minutes

January 28, 2007

I. General meeting of the Student Senate was called to order by Speaker Kelchen at 6:01 PM 

A.
Absent from the meeting were members: 

B.
Also attending the meeting was: Jennifer Welch, Kelsey Umbarger, Kyle Hill, Ross Houston, Allie 

II. Preliminary Items

A.
Roll Call

B.
Correctioons/Approval of the Minutes - Minutes approved

C.
Gallery Introductions/Business 



1. Criteria for applications was passed around




a. This is a revision of what has been included in the past to make it clearer for organizations.




b. This upcoming wednesday is an FAC informational meeting for all organizations.



2. Houston - he has heard a lot of criticism from editorial column printed this week. It was solely the opinion of one person, not that of the Index. Email rjh736@truman.edu with any 




questions. An editorial is defined as the opinion of an editor this piece was an opinion column. The author stated he was at past senate meetings and may have included




things in the article that were taken out of context. This article may inspire change or you could possibly ignore it but it is good to get this type of reaction out of senate.




visit trumanindex.com. The deadline for letters is tomorrow at noon.




a. Angie - surprised that senators were surprised by this article. This was the most poorly supported argument. Do not take it personally or seriously. Just continue doing your




job representing students.




b. Mark - it is the Index's job to entertain people and if we take anything from it is that people are watching our actions and it is something that can help us do our job better.




c. Poindexter - Thinks criticism is a necessary part of making the university successful. It did not sit well with the body because of the language.




d.  Seibert - "If you're not pissing people off, you're not doing your job" Harry S. Truman.

D.
Guests of Honor 

E.
Membership Issues - Meghan Vivian has resigned her position as senator

F.
Appointments/Administration of Oath - no appointments

G.
Changes/Approval of the Agenda - Angie adds money motion B

III. Executive Reports

A.
Secretary - Keep up the good work with office hours! Committee chairs please send me copies of minutes and attendance!

B.
Treasurer - There is a link on the senate website for student's to request their $2 back. So far Cory has received 10 within the last few days (last year received 2). If you havent received the 



money you have moved for, let Cory know.

C.
President Crawford - If you were not at the retreat please read over the notes that will be sent out. Committee chairs please discuss the curriculum questions in your committee meetings and 
continue discussing SPAC goals. Mark has extra SPAC documents if you were not at the meeting please take the 4 pages and take a look at them. Forums will be held Monday Jan



29th from 11:30-1:00 in the SUB Alumni Room. Thursday Feb 1st from 3:00-4:30 in SUB conference room. Wants to recognize behind the scenes workers, Libby Piel and Becky 



Hadley. Libby for her work on distributing resolutions quickly and other duties. Becky for taking resolutions to Jefferson City and meeting with representatives when no one else 



would. (Side note from Libby - Becky is pretty much amazing.)

III.
      Auxiliary Reports

A.
Faculty Advisor Alberts - no report 

B.
Staff Advisor Anderson - no report 

C.
BOG Kiddoo - The next BOG meeting is feb 17th at 9AM in the SUB conference room. Any questions? Let Emily know.

D.
Speaker Kelchen - Keep bringing the resolutions!

IV. Committee Reports

A.
Academic Affairs - Dinner with John Tagg is Feb 8 at 5:30. There are spots open for student facilitators on university conference day. Resolution later on repeat policy.

B.
External Affairs Chairwoman - working on ads and PR for Storm the Capitol. 

C.
Student Affairs - meeting with Dean Gilchrist on tuesday about UCS. Anything you want discussed at this meeting? Email Melissa.

i.
Campus Diversity Chairwoman - no report

ii.
Campus Environment - no report

D.
Technology - Everything up and running with ITS. There is a folder in the Senate office that is called forms. Fill it out have it signed by Dr. Alberts turn it in and we can post the survey.

E.
Other Reports

i.
Historian

ii.
Communications Director - Discussion on name tags later.

iii. Webmaster - Talked about working with publications to make website prettier. Will be meeting within the first week of February to discuss goals and set a timeline for changes.

iv. Ethics Justice Pierson - no report

v.
 Recruitment 

vi. Legislative Director - no report (in DC)

vii. Constitutional Review

viii. Scholarship - End of february the forms will be out. Still needs another student at large. Good opportunity to "get their feet wet" in senate dealings. 



         ix. EOY - Please wear buttons around campus so they are visible. There is a facebook group "viva la educator of the year". Please nominate a professor and have friends nominate!


Nominations close monday the 5th at 5 pm. Plaque unveiling tuesday at 4:30. Be there!! Refreshments after in BH 100. 

        V. Old Business - none

       VI. Money Motions


     A. Angie - moves $114.43 to reimburse Becky Hadley for travel and food expenses incurred on a senate based trip to Jefferson City. Passed


     B. Angie - moves $86.00 to reimburse Mark Kirtland for pizza during Senate's Spring Retreat. Passed.

      VII. First Readings


     A. Gerhart - Moves resolution 071.004 to endorse a New Repeat Policy. Discussion ensued.




Angie - averaging the 2 grades goes against what students believe. It is important that students are able to make a mistake but are still able to succeed. Some students dig themselves


so deep that they cant get themselves out and graduate. If they take a class again and receive an A, it is obvious that they have learned something from the class.




Mark - what ramifications would this have on credit hours? When could this occur? (Kay - you can not earn credit for the same class twice. It would probably be implemented for




a freshman class, but it could be stated in the resolution that it is implemented a certain term.) 




Mark - some responsibility should be taken by the student. Not as fond of the resolution because GPA doesnt determine what you have and have not learned.




Siebert - Line 37 like to see the language changed to 'student's may repeat a course' and 'C, D, or F'. You don't mention Arete in the whereas section. 




Wisa - Students are held accountable because they have to pay for the course twice and the transcript still shows that the course was repeated. In addition, it may hinder graduation.




Outside of what happens to your GPA, other things happen that hold the student accountable.




Poindexter - As the repeat policy stands now, if you fail a class twice you can't graduate in your major? (Kay - You can retake the course as many times as you need, but under this 


resolution, only the first grade will be dropped from the transcript. 


     B. Schulte - Moves a first reading for Resolution 071.004, Truman State University Attendance. Discussion ensued.




Angie - Students wanted to celebrate a non-christian religious holiday and asked the professor to be excused on a test day to observe the holiday and were denied. The students didnt


appeal the issue with the professor but several faculty members thought it would be better to discuss the attendance policy. Professors set their own attendance policies. Also discussed


the absences of students for other legitimate reasons (ie. athletics, orchestra trips, debate tournaments). Something needs to go before Faculty Government to ensure that students feel


comfortable and accepted at this university. Students still need to be held responsible for the absences by notifying professors ahead of time and making up missed assignments.




Mark - The fact that we have to pass this resolution is an embarassment to Truman's professors. Faculty members should encourage the outside of the classroom learning experience.


This is intentionally vague to allow students more opportunity to use this. This is a tribute to how poorly we are interacting with the students in the community.




Kay - look in 2001-2002 when many students were not allowed to miss class for a school sponsered athletic event. In the end the attendance policy was never changed. The 



committee to appeal a professors' decision (Attendance Appeal Committee) to make an absence unexcused has never met.




Poindexter - Professors have some legitimate complaints about class attendance. Is not sure how effective it will be in persuading faculty. Should advertise the Attendance Appeals


Committee.




Seibert - this is an excellent resolution and would have no problem passing it as is.




Angie - There is nothing too controversial it is all about diversity. The responsibility of the senate is to work as a link between students and faculty.




Kay - An underlying issue is trust. Faculty trust that students are getting the most out of their education. Students need to take responsibility for this. Put yourself in the place of a 


student who is having trouble with a professor. This is no longer a great learning environment for a student. Anytime you have a chance to emphasize that students should have an open


and trusting relationship with a professor take it. 


     C. Burgess - Moves a first reading of resolution 071.005. Discussion ensued.



            Burgess - girl had to sign an advocacy letter to get an A on a project. The professor filed a grievance against the student. She appealed and won. It is important for us to protect the


views of all the students.




Siebert - this bill does nothing to protect students views. It does not foster diversity programming and intellectual growth. We do not typically support specific pieces of legislation.


Poindexter - Agrees with Siebert. The government should not be regulating what universities are doing. More government is a bad thing in general especially when it pertains to an


academic institution.




Wisa - Emily Brooker was a grad student at MSU. As part of the degree program, she was required to write a letter saying she supported adoption by gay families. Feels this bill 


promotes anti-gay sentiments that have been proven not to be detrimental to children Does not think this is a good idea because senate does not support specific legislation. This does 


not prevent anything from happening.




Schulte - Diversity includes all viewpoints. Even anti-gay viewpoints are still viewpoints.




Burgess - This bill is more to protect student rights than to regulate universities.




Poindexter - Could you write a resolution that represents the intent that you perceive the bill to have without actually addressing the bill?




Wisa - Can see chairwoman Schulte's viewpoint. Wants to show that he does not support the bill simply because of its background but because it does not take any action.



Schulte - Makes point of accepting all viewpoints not just the ones we agree with.




Hadley - Excited that it was brought to senate because it is different than what is normally seen. 




Poindexter - must be careful when supporting ideological, religious, political views. There are some with views that we would deem hateful. It is a slippery slope.




Kyle Hill - There is no action within this bill. 

    VIII. Discussion Items


     A. Hadley - Moves discussion time on the black out hour idea. Discussion ensued.




Becky - wants senate to be more proactive... not radical. In light of the article by Mr. Seal, he is wrong in the assumption that students do not care about the black out hour. 




Proposes that from 11:30-12:30 have senators stand outside of the SUB and give out meal cards if they do not go in and eat with check/cash. Does not want anyone to go in




between 11:30 and 12:30 and spend money. The dining halls will be more crowded during that hour but Sodexho will not be making money that hour.




Greg - Impression given was that the black out hour was giving even more money to Sodexho above and beyond meal plans which are worked into tuition.




Becky - wants to do something so the idea can roll in ways other than a survey.




Angie - the food service committee is beginning to meet again on Tuesday. If you have specific questions, write them down and give them to Becky so they can be taken to 




the committee. 




Poindexter - Meal vouchers kind of helps sodexho in the end because senate has to go out and spend the money. The money spent in the cafeteria will just be reallocated. 




Hayes - one meal voucher costs $3. Students may not be in support of this. We should inform students about their options and what may happen if they dont participate in the black


out hour in the SUB.




Melissa - Possibly hand out little lunch packets or have each member make dish and have a buffet just to get everyone out of mainstreet market for a day.




Becky - Even just to show that the senators are out there working to get something done. 




Mark - should be a way to take the money from Sodexho. Until we take the money they won't listen because its all about the money.




Poindexter - most people using mainstreet do not have a meal plan.




Wisa - agrees with Mark. If becky takes one register he will take the other. 




Angie - encourages you to remember that this just isnt about using the meal plans between 11:30-12:30. Right before the blackout hour time the SUB gets so backed up with people




trying to get in and out before the black out begins. 




Nadia - We could do this better if we held this as an event such as a boycott of mainstreet market and we advertise the alternatives. 




Siebert - Suggests contacting community eateries to give student discounts on the day of the boycott. 




Poindexter - Should be a full 2 day boycott to send as big of a message as possible.




Stoyanova - Where should students be able to eat during these boycott times? Because the dining hall times are sometimes inconvienient.




Poindexter - If we can get them to lose only 50% of their revenue then that still gets a huge message across.




Kyle Hill - Should get faculty to participate as well.




Becky - open to go global!




Melissa - Some people don't want to go off campus/ don't have time. 




Becky - We can bring local food to campus as long as it's not in the SUB.




Inga - there has to be some reason for TSU to accept Sodexho's guidelines.




Angie - Our contract with Sodexho is good for a university. We keep them because they give a lot of options other universities may not have. The contract is renewed every 3 years.


The university person in charge of this contract is opposed to changing it. The black out hour has not always been there. Since it has been there, their reasoning for having it has been 


shady. Most schools do not have the transferibility of meal plans to money.





Cory - Ryle is going to be completely rennovated and is going to become another mainstreet market. Is this going to eliminate the whole problem with the black out hour?




Meyer - If you don't want to go off campus, we could have people buy personal pan pizzas like pizza hut passed out during move in day




Hayes - Sodexho staff were informed to explain the black out hour as a way to feed faculty without much crowding. The black out hour survey could show that the vast majority of




the student population does not support the black out hour. After the survey, if they do not change the black out hour, we can take further action.




Becky - A specific survey is a good idea. 




Siebert - Invite Pagligi's to sell pizzas on the quad. 




Mark - Going with restaurants and facilitating students in eating in places other than the SUB is the way to go. Everytime the survey tried to ask directly about the black out hour, the




question was cut out. 




Kay - This will effect the school in the long run. Keep it in mind.



B. Hadley - moves discussion time on wearing senate nametags one day each week. Discussion  ensued.

VIII. 


Becky - We should all wear our nametags at least once a week. It is good PR and shows that you are a member of senate and that you are approachable. 


Schulte - Great idea! We should all pick the same day to make a stronger impact.




Bonner - Will this be mandatory? We would not be able to keep track.




Poindexter - Nametag Tuesday?




Cory - We all have differing classes during monday wednesday friday than on tuesday thursday.




Schulte - We could pick a day at our Sunday meeting.

    IX. Other New Business



A. Kirtland - moves that the Student Government is now known as the Student Senate. The President and Executive Staff are now known as the Student Government. The student senate 




be a part of the student government in association with the executive staff. Discussion ensued. Approved.



B. Hadley - moves that the wording for the Sodexho banner be changed from "Dear Sodexho, please let us use our meal plan from 11:30 - 12:30. Love Student Senate" to "Let students




use their meal plans from 11:30-12:30!" Discussion ensued. Approved.



C. Siebert - moves that the Academic Affairs committee be directed to educate the Student Association on the existence of the Attendance Appeals Committee; and $100 dollars be




budgeted for the committee to perform this task. Second. Discussion ensued. Moved to next weeks agenda to allow for AA discussion.

     X. Announcements



A. Leadership academy!  Emily and Lina attended last year. Requirements: Interested in women's issues and are returning school next year.



B. Wear your nametag on Monday!



C. Several voting senator seats open and so is the position of Historian!



D. Speak on your own behalf when writing letters to the Index.



E. If you are interested in talking about the constitution. Meeting Tuesday and Thursday at 8 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Libby Piel

January 28, 2007.

