STUDENT GOVERNMENT

GENERAL TRANSITION MEETING
April 10, 2011
I. Preliminary Items

a. Roll Call
b. Changes to the Agenda
i. Add service board resolution
ii. Add results of FAC sanction to gallery 
c. Gallery Introductions
i. Hannah Overfelt- new senator
ii. Michael Baharaeen- new senator
iii. Mike Polwort- new vice president
iv. Ryan Kohler- new senator
v. Colton Richardson- new senator
vi. Zenith Tandukar- new senator
vii. Kushal Pandey - new senator
viii. Jackie Kinealy- index rep
ix. Laura Bates- director of student involvement
x. FAC chair
xi. Truman Taekwondo representatives
xii. New SAB rep
xiii. FAC Sanctions Overturn [Rejected]
1. Sanction from FAC of Truman Taekwondo for not using funds given to them for publicity
2. Senate committee has overturned sanction because they couldn’t find any rules that says they must use the funds for publicity, just that they must actually publicize at some point
3. The committee recommends that the FAC should change rules and bylaws to be more specific about use of funds
4. During the FAC sanction hearing in February, the Taekwondo group did not share the information about the publicizing or lack thereof; the process of the investigate committee from senate should be to make sure that the FAC hearing was completed correctly, not to act as a second hearing for the sanctioned organization
5. Any poster with organizational information, there must be an FAC logo stamped on there if FAC funds have been used
6. At the sanction hearing, the group did not state that they wished to keep their numbers down, just their space limits the amount of people that have the ability to join, which had an influence over what 
7. Response is that if you are funded by FAC, then you must open your membership to all student body
8. If the sanction is upheld, then the Taekwondo group cannot apply for funding for 2 semesters
9. If sanction is overturned, there is no excess budget for the group. They may apply in Fall 2011 for Spring 2012 funding, but for funding for next semester they would have to appeal to senate to change the FAC slate
10. Going off of the constitution and bylaws, there was not an action to be sanctioned
11. If it is overturned, there will be a fair trial later on, but FAC looks into how funds have been used in the past 
12. Change to constitution will be recommended anyway
13. FAC has proved itself to Senate, let past performance to reflect on how FAC has conducted itself
d. Membership Appointments
e. Oath of Office
II. Executive Reports

a. President of the Student Association
i. Congrats to President and Vice President Elect Ryan Nely
ii. Board meeting went on yesterday
iii. Larry Rigden is a 1970 Truman grad and will be commencement speaker
iv. Bright minds bright future ends June 30, and campaign is just short of $30 million goal
v. Board approved activity fee
b. VP of the Student Association
i. It’s been fun and great, peace out
c. Secretary
i. Nothing to Report
d. Treasurer
i. It’s been great! Even if she doesn’t talk much, she is important
ii. Will be handing over information next week to Nely
iii. Feel free to ask if you have any questions, even next year when she’s not around
iv. Resolution for later
v. Business Office has a new rule, if you submit any FRF to purchase food, you must provide a list of people who eat; if it’s under 10, if it’s over you must provide a head count; must give best estimation if you lose track
III. Auxiliary Reports

a. Student Representative to the Board of Governors
i. Meeting yesterday
1. Also meeting of foundation and alumnae boards
2. Working on putting students on both foundation and alumnae boards, which would be good to actually get input from students instead of just trying to get input
ii. Increased tuition: 4.7% for in state and 3.8% for out of state and graduate level; difference is because out of state and graduate school have been raised for the past 2 years already
iii. Both food service and bookstore contracting came up; retained Sodexo—two other bids, but both were questionable as to if they could handle the capacity of the number of students here
1. Bookstore contractor has changed to Fallet, no longer with Barnes and Noble
2. They did not put together as good of a presentation and Fallet is trying to do more with rentals and eBooks
iv. Student Fees were all passed
v. Changes will be effective for next year
b. Faculty Advisor
c. Staff Advisor
i. Those of you who are leaving, it’s been a pleasure; at least come visit if you don’t stay involved
ii. Those of the new students can’t wait to work with you
d. Speaker of the Student Senate
i. No Report
e. Academic Affairs
i. Research mentor will be presented at 11 am in Violette 1000 so YOU SHOULD COME AND SEE WHO WINS 
f. Environmental Affairs
i. Thanks to everyone who has helped John out, especially Bridget
ii. Attend Earth Week NEXT WEEK
iii. “Green Fee” have an open mind—it’s a way to have a minimal student fee that could help so much with improving things on campus and open up research
iv. Eco-Olympics is still very exciting, and the committee will be getting geared up into next year
v. You should all get involved next year, it’s definitely got a lot of potential and can make a lot of changes
vi. Survey will be going out tonightish; trying to gauge student interest in fee so please fill it out
vii. THANKS JOHN YOU’RE AWESOME
g. Student Affairs
i. Student Government Page has 66 Fans and just shy of 200 monthly users
ii. Please like it if you haven’t!
h. External Affairs
i. Go to Truman at the Capitol Next Year!
i. Diversity Chair
i. Thanks 2 years has been fun!
ii. Senate should be more active in its attendance and support for Diversity events on campus; more active support in the future
j. Communications 
i. No Report
k. Webmaster
i. Hope everything went well for you
ii. If you’re graduating good luck in the real world
IV. Other Reports
V. Old Business
VI. New Business
a. Scholarship Tax Credits Resolution (Han-One Cool Chick) [PASS]
i. New tax benefits that can bring you up to $2500 back—the most you can get back from educational expenses
ii. Will lose after undergrad years
iii. Current policy applies scholarship to tuition, then fees, then goes to room & board, which means you have no choice but to make the scholarship non-taxable
iv. SO This makes a change to existing policy to apply scholarships to outstanding balances instead of having an order
v. No harm to university, it gives student freedom to take advantage of this, or to make scholarships non-taxable
vi. Resolution is because the policy has not been taken seriously in the past, so if we can show that students support the ideas, it will help push administrators to take idea more seriously
vii. Problem will be to get a detailed progression of exemptions; also students with full scholarships do not get the extra scholarships, but are still taxed
viii. Suspend standing Rules to vote on it tonight
b. Service Board Resolution (Robinson) [PASS]
i. Help support service events around campus
ii. Gave $1000 to them last semester to give them a head start
iii. Move to give $700 for next semester
iv. But student government will not provide further assistance after that
v. Less money because they have been working very hard to become independent by seeking grants and other ways of attaining funds
vi. Difference between this and Bike Co-Op is that we have only funded them for one year, and they have been actively seeking other sources of income and have other funding other than the Senate
vii. Independent, not like FAC; pretty much we just write the check for whatever funds they might use
viii. Very important to our mission and puts us above other schools
VII. Installation of the New President
a. Farewell address from President Isaac Robinson
i. Awards: 
1. Committee of the Year—Diversity Committee; Expanded scope of original purpose
2. Executive Member of the Year—Bridget Han; One area has consistently been weak; Bridget came in as a firestorm
3. Chair of the year—John Nolan; Machine, really innovative
4. Incoming Senator of the Year—Kathleen Barbosa; thrown them into middle of all controversies and asked them to serve and they did great
5. Senator of the Year—Brett Cline; overall awesome
6. If you missed the speech, it was good. 
b. Swearing in of President-Elect Ryan Nely
i. He was sworn in. Congrats!
