Student Senate Minutes
October 22, 2006

Meeting Called to Order at 6:02

Members Present: Crawford, Kessler, Van Amburg, Kiddoo, Alberts, Anderson, Burden, Vivian, Pierson, Adams, Guerrero, Schulte, Maness, Antey, Mann, Hadley, Poindexter, Meyer, Gerhart, Kappel, Mozaffar, Russell, Udev, Riess, Szewczyk, Esfeld, DeSouza, Graber, Storen, Abraham, Seibert, Hayes, Wisa, Gebhart, Tipping, Hogan, Bonner
Minutes from the last meeting were approved.

Gallery: RPG Club wants to appeal FAC sanctions to Student Senate and would like more information. President Crawford is trying to get more information from FAC about that. Former Speaker Grant Mulkey spoke about his life after Truman.

Senior Senator Poindexter volunteered to compile the CSI’s organizational roster.
Treasurer Kessler—There are seven money motions for later in the meeting. The budget has been updated and sent to the webmaster. Committees, please look through the computer to find old committee files. Please check the nametag list for any inaccuracies.
President Crawford—Excomm this week is 9:30 PM on Thursday. Sujit is coming to next week’s Senate meeting to talk about some of his projects. EOY applications are now available. Last year, senators made events not mandatory and attendance should have been better for events this year. 
Advisor Alberts—Truman has a pandemic plan as well as a general emergency plan. He is excited about that. 

Advisor Anderson—She will be out of town during a lot of Sunday meetings the rest of the semester. 

Advisor Burden—The West Campus Suites ribbon cutting was on Saturday, the first one since 1968. There will be a night tour of campus following the meeting.

Governor Kiddoo—It was a crazy weekend for her position. A lot of former senators asked what the current Senate was doing. The ribbon cutting for West Campus Suites was pretty much amazing, as was the unveiling of the Severns Theatre. Over $1 million was approved on Friday to help fix the acoustics in the OP Performance Hall. A magazine article featuring Magruder Hall and the plans for the Towne Museum were being passed around. All state universities are getting together to support the CBHE’s funding plan. The next Board meeting is December 2 at 9:00 AM. 
Speaker Van Amburg—He will be resigning within a few weeks due to the Jeff City internship. He wants to resign in November so the new speaker can get accustomed to the position. 

Academic Affairs—Met with Lang and Lit to see whether Arabic can be taught on campus…money motion to follow for a survey. The Spanish policy was discussed during another meeting this week. The Arete suggestions for HLTH 195/196 will be met over soon. The repeat policy is still being worked on. Senator Storen is working on the placement policy for international students. Senior Senator Bonner is working on extended hours for the library. A new mission was submitted to the Constitutional Review Committee. 
External Affairs—The alumni reception was Saturday and it went well. The off-campus living forum is November 15 at 8:30 PM in the Ryle Main Lounge. Tuesday is the local candidate forum—meet at 5:15 PM in the Senate office. A brochure from the forum will be compiled immediately after the forum.
Student Affairs—The blackout hour is being worked on and a survey is being designed this week. Committee members are talking to Sodexho and Truman about the financial issues. They are also discussing student advisor compensation. Comm Director Adams asked whether student input was solicited for the Greek Life changes. New mailboxes will be coming on Monday. 

Campus Diversity—A schedule is together for AIDS Week (week of October 28-December 1). A money motion is to follow later. Diversity retreat ideas are currently being brainstormed—will work with the MAC on that. 
Campus Environment—Currently researching schools that have gone LEED. Chairwoman Russell will be presenting the LEED info later in the semester. 
Comm Director Adams—President’s Roundtable invites are out in CSI mailboxes. The RSVP deadline is Wednesday at 5:00 PM to aaa704@truman.edu. She needs 10-15 senators to come to the event. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Lusk. Dean Gilchrist will financially help with the event, giving everyone a gift. 

Webmaster Hogan—The Leadership Excellence application is almost online. He is still investigating how he can get a copy of the web design program.

Recruitment Director Guerrero—She has several positions to fill in the future and would like help. 
Scholarship Committee—The scholarship letters will be out this week.

Constitutional Review Committee—The standing rules will be read through this week and brought up for discussion soon. Thanks to Academic Affairs for submitting a mission.
Money Motions:

Senior Senator Maness moved $2 for correcting the alumni reception motion. Motion passed.
Senator Mozaffar moved $450 for AIDS Week ($300 for a speaker and $150 for publicity). This will be used to help pay for the speaker’s travel and for posters. Senator Kelchen supports the $150 for publicity, but not the $300 for Senate because it is not FAC’s job to fund speakers. Senior Senator Maness said that Senate should fund the event. Senior Senator Poindexter stated that it is an interesting area for Senate and Campus Diversity should do programming. Treasurer Kessler said that Senate does some programming and should do more. FAC is essentially a part of Senate and we have the money to fund this event. The overall cost for the speaker is approximately $1,000. Senator Kelchen said that funding the speaker is not our job. Chairman Mann asked what would happen if Senate does not fund the event. Senator Mozaffar stated that they could probably find someone else to fund it, but Senate should do so. Comm Director Adams said that paying for travel isn’t part of Senate’s mission, but we should pay for it anyway because it will help bring the speaker. 

Associate Senator Seibert moved to amend the motion to remove the $300 for the speaker. He wanted to split the motion because everyone agrees posters are a good idea. This was changed to move to split the motion. The $150 for publicity passed. Senior Senator Poindexter said that spending money because we have it isn’t a good reason to spend the money, but it is within the committee’s mission. Treasurer Kessler thought it was within the committee’s mission to spend the money that way. Senior Senator Bonner asked what sort of precedent approving money for this would set; i.e, other organizations would request money in a similar manner. Senator Kelchen said that he’s outnumbered and go ahead and pass it anyway. The $300 motion passed by 14-3-3.
Treasurer Kessler moved $35 to purchase a new lock for the Senate laptop. The current lock doesn’t work. Senior Senator Poindexter asked whether there was a warranty on the old lock—he didn’t know. Chairman Mann asked how long the lock has been gone and wondered whether there was a need for the lock. Senator Kappel asked whether the new lock would work. Senator Kelchen said the lock was a good insurance policy. Associate Senator Seibert asked what the cost would be for locks on the office doors. Senator Szewczyk found a $1.99 lock on eBay. Senior Senator Maness said that he wouldn’t need to spend all $35. Chairman Mann said that people could still steal the laptop. Advisor Alberts asked whether ITS had been contacted about the lock. Motion passed. 

Treasurer Kessler moved $80 for a toner/ink cartridge for the Senate printer. He wants to keep an extra cartridge around. Senator Kelchen moved to amend the motion to $100 from $80 to cover shipping and handling—accepted as a friendly. Chairman Mann asked whether refilling ink cartridges would be feasible—it isn’t because of the powder nature of the toner. Motion passed. 

Senator Graber moved $50 for incentives for the Arabic language survey. Motion passed.

Treasurer Kessler moved (for Senior Senator Hadley) $1,000 for scholarships for the Student Senate Leadership Excellence Award. Senator Kelchen said that he didn’t think this is in the Senate’s mission and doubts anyone else is voting against it. Comm Director Adams inquired whether Senator Kelchen thinks the committee should exist—he thinks it shouldn’t. Motion passed.

Treasurer Kessler moved $200 for 1,000 sheets of Senate letterhead and envelopes. Associate Senator Seibert moved that the logo should be Student Government instead of Student Senate. Not accepted as a friendly, so the motion is discussed. This organization is now the Student Government, instead of the Student Senate…and has been that for a year and a half. President Crawford said that we cannot do that because the Board of Governors has not approved the name. Representative Wisa asked why the name change has taken so long. Ancillary motion withdrawn. Motion passed.
Senator Kappel moved Resolution 066.002, “Resolution Calling for the Realignment of Community Standards,” written by Students for a Sensible Drug Policy and co-sponsored by Senator Szewczyk. Associate Senator Seibert has a lot of wording issues. The bullet point on Line 21 should be reworded to specifically list universities. Line 34 should be rewritten and Line 58 should see ‘imposition’ changed to ‘adoption.’ Line 62 should be redone as well. Senator Kelchen said that it is a long resolution and it might need discussion for an additional week. Senator Szewczyk read lines 36-42 out loud. Administrators are creating regulations and not listening to students. Senior Senator Maness suggested rewording of several ‘Whereas’ clauses: Lines 15, 34, 56, and 58. Representative Wisa thought it was a great resolution and Prism supports it. Governor Kiddoo asked senators to talk to their constituents about the resolution. She would also like to get the Parents Council’s opinion on this. Advisor Burden went with the current policy due to problems with underage drinking. Student Affairs needs other options to solve problems if this one is removed. Advisor Alberts said that the ‘Resolved’ part is weak. Everyone needs to explore the solutions to this issue. Senior Senator Maness agreed that Lines 36-42 are the most important and should be moved up the resolution. She asked how the resolutions could be hand-delivered to Board members—they could be put in the Board packets. Recruitment Director Guerrero asked Governor Kiddoo whether she would feel comfortable bringing the resolution to the Board of Governors—she would.
Senator Esfeld moved discussion time on extended course descriptions. They were last reviewed in fall 2004. She wanted to know whether there is still interest in revising the descriptions. Senator Kelchen said that the surveys vary by discipline. Senator Graber thought looking at extended course descriptions would be a good idea. Chairwoman Mozaffar asked how comments would be taken—they wouldn’t be. The questions would be more objective than subjective. Advisor Alberts said that the Senate wanted the evaluations public, which would be pretty easy to do now. If it is framed as a technology issue, now might be a good time. Recruitment Director Guerrero wondered whether a standardized evaluation would be helpful. Governor Kiddoo cited a HLC recommendation that there is not a good program at Truman to review faculty tenure and achievement. President Crawford said that she was the last person to work on the issue and a survey was created back in 2004 to help students understand how the course was taught. The survey was separate from those of the divisions. Chairwoman Schulte noted the distinction between division surveys and a survey about teaching styles. Representative Wisa cited Arete in stating that course evaluations may not be being read right now. We should tackle that first. 
Super Senator of the Week: Ashley Adams for President’s Roundtable

Meeting Adjourned at 7:40
