ExComm Minutes 12/7/2010
In attendance: Brett Cline, Erin Blankers, Isaac Robinson, Zach Buckler, Molly Troop, Cassie Beard, John Nolan, Lauren Massey, Danny Hague, Michael Dijak, Tina Schutter
Hague: do all the committees meet in the Student Senate office?

Nolan: won’t be having another meeting before break, will set one up with him
Blankers: went to Higher Order of Thinking Committee meeting, will be looking at assessment and definitions of critical thinking and how we rank, looking at classes that are doing well on that and come up with some university-wide definition of critical thinking

Robinson: Provost would like to talk about the minors resolution, seems generally supportive of it

Dijak: why is faculty angry?

Robinson: some faculty believe that a minor is equivalent to major and should be treated as such, others think that a minor is only a minor which is the stance we took

Blankers: defining a minor as being minor which cuts down on bureaucracy which isn’t good for programs that only produce minors. they are worried with budget cuts and program reviews

Dijak: but we’re not requesting to get rid of the programs

Robinson: yes, but the paperwork shows how much work they do

Cline: we have enough pens to use for Truman at the Capital; do we have a nametag roll?

Massey: not anymore

Robinson: will be going to the store for office supplies

Buckler: had a few minor issues with the FRF but worked with Bridget to get it all cleared up

Dijak: Tina and Isaac looked good on News 36 talking about Senate grants

Cline: when is the meeting with the branding campaign people?

Dijak: January 19th, location TBA

Nolan: recycling center things; just finished up a trayless campaign, do more advertising for positive attributes of going trayless in our cafeteria; we spend about $90000 a year running to recycling center, $50,000 for a coordinator but our current one is retiring so we’re looking into what we’re doing after that. With budget cuts it’s a big factor, we could save $90,000 or more by eliminating the recycling center which could save jobs but would not have recycling services. analysis of how much we make off recycling, about $10,000 a year total from aluminum newspaper white paper cardboard etc. we’ve been contracting with a service that does everything so that’s why we’re making so little; see if we can piggyback off Wal-Mart’s program; do campaign to increase recycling; losing 25%-35% of could be recycled to waste across all buildings on campus; considering if we are going to have the recycling coordinator as an internship for students or hire a new coordinator
Cline: volunteers there, thinks it’s important to have a staff member in charge of everything

Nolan: we’re also considering continuity; if it was an internship we’d have to retrain; if we put one of the grounds crew members in this position part time. agrees that we need to keep this paid position because of its importance but also start to incorporate more internship than scholarship hour work; for some dept’s this is a joke, internship would give more continuity to hours put in
Blankers: looking into Wal-Mart option; would that include cans and bottles?

Nolan: they do only recycle paper products and cardboard which is the majority of what we produce here; those are also the lowest profit margins; we have areas nearby that take aluminum, we use the glass in our landscaping here on campus; we get half a cent per pound of cardboard, Wal-Mart gets 8-9 cents

Cline: even if we switch to Wal-Mart we’d be able to still recycle glass?

Nolan: yes

Dijak: so Howard is going to leave and we’re looking to do what’s different; is there ever a possibility for it to ever break even?

Nolan: yes, Wal-Mart makes profit; we don’t have the facilities, have to sort it; it could be profitable but it would take more money to expand operations so we’re thinking we don’t have the money to invest at this time. for the past 5 years we’ve been looking at what we need to do for recycling
Dijak: how much would Wal-Mart bump us up?

Nolan: we could break even or even make profit; if we could get Wal-Mart’s prices or even low enough for them to also make profit we’d break even

Troop: would a green fee go into budget for recycling center?

Nolan: currently looking into getting student input for a green fee and revolving sustainability fund, profits from recycling would be reallocated into that fund

Beard: do we know where we stand for smoking resolution?

Robinson: the Board passed 25ft rule

Beard: how are we enforcing that?

Freeland: enforcement by reference; must call someone out by name to Student Affairs, twice you get a letter, third time you get called into student affairs office

Nolan: so DPS won’t even be looking for it?

Freeland:  technically DPS could write someone up

Beard: so if I see someone smoking outside the SUB then I have to ask for their name?

Troop: is there even 25ft between buildings?

Freeland:  not everywhere; they passed out a map at the Board meeting and they will probably post that somewhere
Troop: should she put it on DPS website?

Hague: is it dead forever?

Robinson: until we get new people on the Board

Hague: what was said about it? because we passed a resolution, so did faculty and staff

Freeland: passed out our resolution, had talked to members previous that day; it was just a political calculation

Robinson: is the university doing anything with flu season coming up?

Beard: they had flu shots at the health center

Robinson: did not know if they were maybe doing a wellness campaign

Troop: got an e-mail today from A.T. Still for disaster preparedness and awareness day; thinks that will pick up next semester, wants to be involved with it; there is someone in ad and pr club, so if anyone’s running for positions next year she’d love to manage a campaign; talked with people in reslife and the doors are working out well

Massey: really wants to do the newsletter, might not happen this month unless people send her things; would be for student senate to send out campus-wide

Robinson: have had fee org newsletter in the past

Massey: could create her own template, wants to do it quarterly or monthly

Robinson: one thing that came up with doing an org e-mail that let orgs to send in events, we compile it into a newsletter

Massey: wants to do senate newsletter because people don’t know what we’re doing

Schutter: when is the Senate party?

Robinson: changed to 4:30-6pm at the University Club House
Massey: do we need to bring our own food?

Robinson: if you would like to, please do

Schutter: we are definitely doing a hat circle! let me know by Thursday if you would like to participate!
Robinson: spending the next week or so figuring out what your committees want to do next semester; big things coming up like OAF and budget stuff, Truman at the Capital, EOY; meeting with Paino today, mentioned that he asked technology committee to create a roadmap of where we are now and where we want to be; he asked if we’d be interested in making a university task force to help technology director, would start next semester

Freeland: everyone knows about Saturday; Index contacted him this week, they’re writing another piece on the aftermath.

Olmstead: Truman Media Network not getting out resolutions?

Schutter: they were misplaced; we got them caught up now

Robinson: presenting draft of a resolution for next semester to push for students to have a vote on Undergraduate Council; a faculty member actually came up with the idea, we decided not to go through Faculty Senate; can make a good case for UGC

Blankers: we’ve established a presence there

Robinson: any curricular change that has campus-wide significance must go through UGC like the curriculum changes, creating new courses; thinks it’s important for students to have a say in their academic experience, currently we have three ex officio seats

Blankers: fighting for one vote or three?

Robinson: just one; did not e-mail it out, just wanted to see what you think

Cline: what would be the hesitance?

Robinson: we’re students and we do not know enough

Buckler: how would you propose the vote?

Robinson: every department has one vote on UGC/one representative unless you have 25 faculty members or more in which case you have more than one vote; it would be up to Senate to see how the vote would work, Senate could direct a vote in a certain way

Blankers: would that be the only significant body students have a vote on?

Robinson: yes, it would be

