STUDENT GOVERNMENT

GENERAL MEETING
February 27, 2011
I. Preliminary Items

a. Roll Call
b. Changes to the Agenda
i. Add Dr. Jones to Gallery 
ii. Add 4 money motions
1. Election/ Recruitment Posters
2. Election Posters
3. Print OAF report
4. Spring Retreat
c. Gallery Introductions
i. Index Rep
ii. Britney Engle- with Dr. Jones
iii. Dr. Jones- here to talk about textbook prices & options we have
1. Faculty get books for free, and pick books for content without knowing the price
2. Prices have risen because textbook companies have merged and have no competition—they feed off each other
3. In his class the students wrote their own book over 3 semesters—best part is that it’s free to download or $25 to buy a print version
a. Too time consuming
4. Project: combat budget cuts and rising textbook prices
a. Idea is to increase $10 a semester per credit hour for (business) classes, and in turn having professors use older editions of books to reduce costs for the students
i. New editions generally have little changes made BUT faculty feel old editions are hard to find and so order the new ones; if something’s out of date the professor can just create handouts for that section
ii. This idea just in Business Administration could bring back about $70,000, and if the whole campus followed this, it would bring in $1.8 million [however not all courses would be able to follow this- they need the new edition for their class]
b. Going to start off in Business and see how the idea works out in their department
c. Still working on how to get the books
i. Idea is that you can recirculate the books amongst students for resale, or create an online book swapping website for students to trade with each other
ii. Plus there are many website that you are able to find that help locate old editions of textbooks
d. Molly- If the book is only used for one semester, then the student may have to wait awhile to get some money back
e. Other ideas are to look at the bookstore and see if they would be able to work with prices and keep them from being raised too much for buybacks
f. Ben- would the bookstores not be making enough money to continue on?
i. Patty’s is more receptive, but neither local bookstores have responded completely
d. Membership Appointments
e. Oath of Office
II. Executive Reports

a. President of the Student Association
i. OAF Report will be coming up soon
ii. Thanks for coming to workshops on conference day
iii. Committee coming up for reviewing rental rates from outside organizations, and he will be the student rep on that committee
b. VP of the Student Association
i. Athletic fee advisory committee met and has a resolution for senate to support later on
ii. This idea is not the only thing the fee will go towards, it is just one that the committee all agrees on
c. Secretary
i. Attendance policy= 5 total absences per semester, only 1 may be unexcused
ii. Email excuses or questions about attendance to tsusenateabsence@gmail.com
d. Treasurer
i. No Report—most up to date budget got sent out
III. Auxiliary Reports

a. Student Representative to the Board of Governors
i. Coming up towards the end of March is a PR event when students take research down to Jeff City—definitely recommends you go if you get an email invitation because it’s good face time for Truman down at the capital
b. Faculty Advisor (Not Present)
c. Staff Advisor (Not Present)
d. Speaker of the Student Senate
i. Election timeline is done and has a packet put together 
ii. Informational meetings will be held March 16,17,21
iii. Filing deadline is April 1 and Elections are April 4-6
iv. Packets will be copied tomorrow (Monday) during office hour and will be available after that
v. Will be moving to create posters for advertisement to both join and vote—but YOU should contact people about senate as well
vi. Will be talking to everyone about a meeting at the end of spring break
e. Academic Affairs
i. Has a resolution to present later
ii. Has 8 nominees for Research Mentor of the Year
f. Environmental Affairs
i. Working on making t-shirts for Earth week (making them bright and exciting) and will be between $8-$10 and preorders in the next week, and if enough people want to get shirts we can get them personalized
ii. Think about faculty who are good with conserving paper let the committee know so that they can be recognized
iii. Presidential Sustainability committee has a meeting with Dr. Paino this week and will be promoting a sustainability series for April
iv. Eco-Olympics is going well, and John has been working hard so be sure to either get involved or let him know what a good job he’s been doing
g. Student Affairs
i. No Report
h. External Affairs
i. Has a resolution later on
i. Diversity Chair
i. Changing Diversity Week to “Truman For Diversity”
ii. Looking to have exotic foods during Diversity Week
j. Communications 
i. Greek Roundtable is Wednesday at 6:30 in SUB Spanish Room
k. Webmaster
i. No Report
IV. Other Reports
V. Old Business
V.
       New Business
1. Truman at the Capitol Standing Budget Item Resolution (Cline)    
a. First Read- why Truman at the capital is a good thing, why it should become a standing item, and moves for a full $2500 to be put into the budget for the next 3 years

b. Michael- what was final amount? $2000 seems like a better amount

a. Bridget- $1400 without food

c. Isaac- made a couple of friendly amendments (changing who will receive the resolution) why $2000?
a. Brett- wanted to give future chairs wiggle room

b. Isaac- $2000 would be good enough to handle and if the future chairperson needed more money they could as for an amendment



2. Peer Mentoring Resolution (Blankers)

a. First Read- Creating a cross campus student academic advising system using older students as peer mentors, because the advising system has long been a weak point for the University

b. Ben- What other departments have peer-mentoring system?

a. Erin- Only business has a similar peer mentoring system, though other organizations have tutoring programs as well as Big Little systems already in place that will not be overshadowed by this idea

c. Michele- talked to Business school about their system, and that the New Student Program is working towards this so supporting it would be a good idea

d. Ryan- would senate play a role in getting the system set up

a. Erin- Academic Affairs committee will work with others to organize the system



3. Small Gym Floor Resolution (Olmstead)
a. First Read- committee decided that money from Athletic Fees should help go to refurbish the small gym floor of Pershing and add 2 basketball hoops. Also this project fits into budget
b. Brett- is the gym open for all students? (Yes)

a. Isaac- it could be used when teams are using other gyms or the Rec, can be used for other teams (dance etc) or classes

c. Move to suspend standing rules in order to vote on issue tonight [Pass]

4. Small Gym Floor Resolution (Olmstead) [Pass 10-0-1]

a. Isaac- this idea shows the students how Senate is working for them; also hope to get this started over Spring Break so that all students will be able to start using it as soon as possible, and this will open the gym up for everyone
b. Kyle- just a recommendation, and the athletic department can just move forward with or without our approval, and supporting this idea will allow us to get our voice out there
c. Isaac- It is not Jerry who has final say- there is a committee 

5. Money motion for posters for Recruitment (Hague) [Pass]

a. Danny- spending money to make posters to recruit people to run in elections and to get them to join to create a better election, and will also promote the branding campaign

6. Money motion for $75 for posters for encouragement to vote (Hague) [Pass]
a. Danny- This has been done for years to get people to vote. The goal last year was 2000 and they got 1750, and the posters seem to help 

b. Diana- will there be anything else done other than just posters
i. Madison- there was a lot of PR for the election last year, they used Truview etc.

c. Ryan- what are the differences between the posters

i. Danny- The other one talks about the open positions, when the elections are, and how to vote; this one encourages them to go vote
7. Money motion for $150 to print OAF Report (Robinson) [Pass]
a. Isaac- will have 50-60 bound copies of the reports for administrators; OAF Committee asked for official printed copies for campus use

8. Money motion for $220 for Spring Retreat Food (Olmstead) [Pass]
a. Kyle- will be a lot less than this but needs to get the invoice from Brandy before he has a final number
b. Isaac- Change to $220 because that is what is budgeted
VI. Discussion Items
a. This past weekend was MO Lincoln days and it was a great time

b. Everyone should donate to Erin’s St. Baldrick’s fund

c. This coming weekend is Hannibal Days

d. Mon Wed Fri is insanity in the Rec in the aerobics room

e. Hosting focus group on March 17 on how to increase night life in Kirksville

i. Will be held on campus and will not have alcohol

ii. But you can win an all you can drink bracelet

f. Flu is going around so you should get a shot!
g. Last chance to sign up for Big Event = Friday

h. MO Bears won the conference

i. Bummer about Wainwright ( 
