
Student Senate Minutes

I. General meeting of the Student Senate was called to order by Speaker Hogan at 6:00 PM.


A. Absent from the meeting were members:


B. Also attending the meeting was: Maggie Fairchild (Career Center), Erica 
Foster and Caroline (Bike Co-Op), Index
II. Preliminary Items


A. Roll Call


B. Corrections/Approval of the minutes


C. Gallery introductions/business


D. Guests of Honor


E. Membership Issues


F. Appointments/Administration of the Oath


G. Changes/Approval of the agenda

III. Executive Reports


A. Secretary


B. Treasurer


C. President

IV. Auxiliary Reports


A. Faculty Advisor


B. Staff Advisor


C. BOG


D. Speaker

V. Committee Reports


A. Academic Affairs


B. External Affairs Chairwoman


C. Student Affairs



i. Campus Diversity



ii. Campus Environment


D. Technology


E. Other Reports



i. Historian



ii. Communications Director



iii. Webmaster



iv. Ethics Justice



v. Recruitment



vi. Legislative Director



vii. Constitutional Review

VI. Old Business

VII. Money Motions


A. Gilmor – moves no more than $1246 to be spent on the Bike Co-Op insurance 
premium to be spent no later than April 1, 2009.



- Gilmor – This has been budgeted from last year. The payment was due 


last week but it was covered by the Bike Co-op from grant money. This 


shows the sustainability of the program.




- Foster – Has growing list of new members/supporters and a recognized 


need on the Truman campus. Offering four workshops per week. Would 


like to be able to continue projects with the replacement of the funds used 


towards the insurance payment.



- Flanagan – Will we be paying for insurance next year as well?



- Gilmor – The co-op does not borrow tools any more and is able to stock 


the shop. This would be the last of the start-up costs.



- Passes.


B. Piel – Moves that no more than $1200 be spent on the Career Center’s 
Lend-A-Hand for a Living Conference to be spent no later than April 1, 2009.


- Fairchild – This is the third year for the non-profit event and the second 


year for the conference. Due to budget cut backs it could not be funded 


through the office of advancement. Wide range of alumni coming back to 


present at the interactive conference. The keynote speaker is a Truman 


alum from St. Louis. The break-out sessions span . Have fourty students 


signed up for the conference. Funding covers travel expenses, lodging and 

dinner for the speakers.



- Gilmor – Currently signed up for the conference. Feels it is a shame that 


other organizations did not supply funding.


- Piel – Will you explain the publicity?



- Fairchild – Created stickers to add to posters that are currently posted 


around campus. Senate will appear on all publications.



- Russell – Feels this is a good cause to support that directly relates to the 


students.



- Passed. 


C. Flanagan – Moves that no more than $100 be spent on a gavel for President 
emeritus Szewcyk.



- Gilmor – Friendly amendment to make the amount $80. Can get gavel 


for $60.



- Hemmelgarn – Understands it is tradition and supports it but would like 


to see something more personal to his term.



- Hayes – This is something that should be presented formally.



- Passed. 


D. Flangan – Moves that no more than $150 be spent on the remaining 
roundtables including Religious, , and to be spent no later than 



- Flanagan – Dates posted on calendar. Religious roundtable this week.



- Passed.

VIII. First Readings


A. Hayes – Moves a first reading of the Modes of Inquiry resolution



- Hayes – At UGC a few weeks ago, there was a discussion concerning 


double counting in the LSP. Currently, classes required by your major 


cannot count towards LSP requirements. Some majors get around this by 


having introductory courses count as required support. This would allow 


major courses to count across the board for the LSP. It still allows for 


flexibility within the departments to not allow double counting.



- Russell – Supports this because she has personally had problems with it.



- Hemmelgarn – Who makes the decision if they will count or not?



- Hayes – Substitutions must go through the Provost.



- Tabled until after gallery business. 



- Flanagan – this is a big academic concern from experience with 



roundtables.



- Schutter – Do you have a quote for the fourth bullet point?



- Hayes – Minutes have not been made public yet. Not comfortable 


including direct quotations.



- Esfeld – Have you checked the phase II report. Feels there is something 


about double counting in it that could be quoted. 

IX. Discussion Items


A. Esfeld – Moves no more than 15 minutes of discussion time for the SOC.



- Esfeld – We have dropped the ball on the SOC this semester. Having 


trouble finding meetings times and constitution things. Would like to get 


something on the ballot this semester.



- Crump – Wants to alter the organization to make it more “user friendly.” 

Has many suggestions such as all online work except occasional meetings. 

What should be done with oversight? Perhaps have Senate oversight until 


they are ready to take on their own governing.


- Hayes – In his time on Senate has seen a tremendous amount of time 


wasted on discussing the SOC. Discouraged with the thought of 



reorganizing the SOC. Would like to see a collaborative council but is 


afraid it would take more than $600 to accomplish. Would not be sad to 


see the organization dissolve.



- Russell – Agrees with Hayes. Feels nothing meaningful comes out of the 

SOC. Not worth Senate’s time when the organizations aren’t willing to 


dedicate the time.



- Crump – Too much red tape. Would be a great idea to dissolve the SOC 


and create a new body free from Senate. It is a great idea that he would 


like to see happen.



- Flanagan – SOC has no reason to exist anymore. Would like to see a 


service council that meets once a month with a common cause. 



- Hemmelgarn – The SOC currently acts as get a free $100. SOC is a 


really great idea and because of that it shouldn’t just dissolve. Would like 


to see current SOC members at the meeting saying whether or not the 


SOC should be dissolved.



- Hogan – Over spring break he visited high school friends and discussed 


how their student governments work. Truman has a very diffuse system of 

government. Other schools have everything centrally located under the 


student government. If we let the SOC control themselves, it would only 


work if they have the desire to lead themselves. Unless we give the SOC 


more structure as a sub-committee, letting it dissolve is the best option. 


The SOC has been our convenient way of getting around giving money to 


FAC funding turn downs. That is not the reason the body was created. 



- Hayes – Feels organizations come to the SOC just to get the money. 


Likes the idea of the service council but unsure if it is possible to get 


organizations to commit to one central event without funding any of their 


events 
individually. Doesn’t feel this body can currently handle the 


responsibility.



- Jenkins – Where is the energy going to come from if the organizations 


aren’t currently invested?



- Flanagan – Wanted the service council to be a collaborative event 


without giving funds. Feels there would be less of an incentive for 



organizations to join. Would like to have members come before the body.

X. Other New Business


A. Russell – Moves ten minutes of discussion time on EOY.



- Russell – Banquet is April 6 at 6 PM. Classroom visits ended last week. 


Picking finalist this week. Please RSVP soon. 



- Jenkins – How long is the banquet?



- Russell – The room is scheduled for two hours but will last an hour and a 

half.



- Serroque – How do you RSVP?



- Russell – Send Suzanne an email.

XI. Announcements


A. Prism dance April 4. Woooo. Drag show starting at midnight.

B. Sign up for dorm storming this week. 


C. Religious roundtable this Wednesday at 6 in Georgian B


D. Info session this Thursday at 7 PM. 


E. Tues. March 31st in VH 1010 at 8 PM for the Presidential Debate.


F. If you have a project to present at the environmental studies conference in 
April, send an abstract to Hallie.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Piel on 

